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Life-Stage to Life-Stage:  
When College Creeps up on a Family 

By Ruth Eng 

While viewpoints on parenting are diverse, one opinion 
is without controversy:  children grow up way too fast! 
One day moms and dads are registering their little ones 
for kindergarten. Before they know it, they are enrolling 
them in college. Sometimes that means more than just a 
new stage of their education, but a move out of state as 
well. 

 
How to prepare for the 
big moment? Most      
parents will tell you that 
itõs a lifelong process.   
Lily Ho believes that 
òchildren are like tiny 
seeds.ó She and her     

husband, Rodney, have a daughter, Beatrice, who      
attends college in New Jersey. òAs they grow,ó she said, 
òwe need to provide constant and continual attention to 
make sure they have the right soil condition, amount of 
water, sunlight, protection from infestation, extreme 
weather conditions and more...ó  
 
òWe knew weõd have the    
opportunity to love and      
nurture them, but then release 
them,ó Glenn Redfield stated 
when recalling the move of his 
oldest daughter, Lauren, to a 
college in New England in 
2007. He and his wife, Carol, 
considered the big changes in 
store for Lauren and looked 
into Christian fellowships for 
her to ensure sheõd have adequate support. Before     
enrolling, Lauren visited the school and stayed with   
fellow believers. The experience helped all of them feel 
more positive about the cross-country move. When it 
was time to go for real, the entire family took a vacation 
which included accompanying Lauren to school and 
sending her off together. 

Hin Sing and 
Jennie Li found 
that service  
opportunities 
helped prepare 
their two 
daughters to 
leave home. 
òBoth Ling and 
Erin took 

many summer missions trips away from home for two 
to three weeks at a time,ó Jennie shared. òThis also 
helped me to learn to let go and trust the Lord will take 
care of them while they were away.ó Jennie went over 
scenarios with her girls, such as what would they do if 
they didnõt have cars? Would they be willing to ask for 
rides to church? Such conversations helped prepare not 
just Ling and Erin but herself for their moves. She and 
Hin Sing made their hearts clear to them. òMy   parting 
words to Ling when I left her dorm room,ó Jennie re-
called, were òif you come home with a great career and 
great degree and yet lose your love for the Lord, this will 
hurt us more than you can imagineé stay strong in the 
Lord and continue to grow.ó 
 

My husband, Paul, took our 
son, Dillon, on an overseas 
trip after his high school 
graduation. Besides      
sightseeing and visiting 
friends, they had ample   
opportunities for good talks 
in the hotel rooms. òDillon asked me a lot of ques-
tions,ó Paul said. òWe also read Proverbs together at 
night.ó Paul began writing letters on various topics to 
Dillon in a blank book in the months before he left for 
school. When it was time to say good-bye, he presented 
Dillon with the book. He was glad that he had it ready. 
òI was too choked up to say anything,ó Paul reflected. 
                                                       [continued on page 2] 

Upcoming Events 

Youth Camp 
§  ñJust One Thingò 

§  August 13-16, 2009ð 

     Camp Berachah 

§  Pastor Bing Nieh, 

     Orchard Evangelical Free    

     Church, Chicago 

§ Registration Deadline: 

     August 2, 2009 
 

 

 

 

English Retreat 
§  ñGrowing Up Christian.  

Asian. American.ò 

§  September 11-12, 2009ð 

Camp Berachah 

§  Rev. Derek Quan, 

Greater Phoenix Chinese 

Christian Church 

§ For English-speaking 

College/Career/Families 

  

 

Chinese Track 

Summer  

Conference 
§ ñGeneration   

    to Generation,  

    Faith to Faith,           

    Life to Lifeò 

§ Aug. 14-16, 2009 

    Camp Berachah 

§  Rev. Paul Chang, Partners International 

 

40 Days of Purpose 
§ EKC:  September 27ðNovember 15, 2009 

§ SEA:  October 4ðNovember 22, 2009 

 

Our church-wide 40 Days of Purpose        

campaign will incorporate preaching from the 

pulpit followed by discussion groups (based 

on small groups) during the Sunday School 

hour immediately following each  Sunday 

worship service.  Please register with your 

small group leader.  For those who are not 

part of a small group please contact:  

info@eccseattle.org (SEA) or Tim Wong, 

shiuhungwong@hotmail.com (EKC) 

Prayer Items 

Mexico 5:  The five of us will be partnering with     

Dayspring Outreach Ministries as members of their Summer 

Staff, helping groups ð like the family group ECC/EKC is 

sending down ð navigate in and around Doctor Arroyo, 

Mexico.  In addition to hosting church groups, we are also 

going to be helping out at an orphanage Dayspring has in El 

Higo and going to an island of unreached, native Mexicans in 

Oaxaca. We will be spending a total of 5 weeks down in 

Mexico and we're hoping to have your prayer support the 

entire time we're away!  We'd love to share more information 

with you, like why we're going, what we hope to learn and 

how you can help, so e-mail us at themexico5@gmail.com 

and we'll try to answer as soon as possible. 

Team Site ð http://sites.google.com/site/themexicofive/ 

Dayspring Blog ð http://dayspring.tv.summer09 

2009 Short-Term Mexico Missions Team:  
The 44 of us will be partnering with Dayspring Outreach  

Ministries as members of their short-term group from  

July 25-August 2, 2009.  Updates ð www.dayspring.us 

2009 Short-Term Ecuador Missions Team:  The five of us from the Cantonese CongregationðPastor Ho-Man 

Yeung, John Ho, Hin Sing Li, Christina Tsui, and Lydia Changðwill be ministering to the overseas Chinese in the local churches in 

the city of Guayaquil from September 11-25, 2009. 
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