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    ñSeeking Wisdom, Shine for the Lordò- 

Thoughts and Reflections of the 2008 ECC Sum-

mer Conference  

 

Most of us manage the busy routines of our daily lives 

attending to work, family and the seemingly endless 

responsibilities.  Lifeôs tasks keep us myopically fo-

cused on the present.  We are seldom given time or 

the opportunity to view our lives in the eternal per-

spective, from birth, to death and onto eternity with 

our Heavenly Father.  In Psalms 90:12, Moses wrote, 

ñSo teach us to number our days, that we may apply 

our hearts unto wisdom.ò    For the many of us who 

attended the 2008 ECC Summer Conference this past 

weekend, the conference messages by Reverend Hay-

Chun Maak afforded us the much needed glimpse into 

the life God intends for Christians to live.  Godôs wis-

dom scribed in the Scripture reveals His heart and His 

love for us even in our mundane lives.  By under-

standing and applying Godly wisdom, we will not 

only share in the blessings from God but lead our 

lives with significance and radiate the brilliance of 

Godôs glory. 

 

Rev. Maak is 79 years old. By his own account, he 

has dedicated nearly 60 years of his life to Godôs 

work.  Rev. Maak has shepherded churches, college 

campuses, taught in seminaries and served in leader-

ship positions of international organization for Chi-

nese churches.  He is respected as a ñteacher of teach-

ers.ò  Even through his current struggles with his 

heart and eye illnesses, he continues to preach the 

Word of God to Chinese Christians in North America 

and beyond.   I share with many who attended the 

Summer Conference a thankful heart for Rev. Maak.  

All of us were touched by this servant of God and the 

experiences of his lifetime service.  

 

Rev. Maak preached four sessions in the three-day 

ECC Summer Conference.  In the first session on Fri-

day evening, Rev. Maak divided life into four phases 

based on Luke 5:1-11.  Each of these phases is seen as 

a progression God intends for His people.  Through 

listening and learning to depend on God, Christians 

are called to grow in faith and live transformed lives 

through all of lifeôs circumstances, in times of wealth 

and poverty, in illness and in health, during calmness 

and calamity, and even facing death.  God intends for 

His followers not just to enjoy lives of blessing 

(ñcatch fishò) but also to help others know Jesus 

Christ (ñfishers of menò). In the second session, Rev. 

Maak focused his teaching on wisdom concerning 

money and how we need to view money from correct 

Biblical perspectives and use money to prepare for 

eternity.  We were taught to neither care too much nor 

too little about money.  Christians need to know the 

limitation of money but live in lifestyles that will not 

purposelessly squander money (Luke 12:16-21; 15:12

-16). Both money and the ability to earn money are 

God-given and therefore intended to be invested in 

lives of others and in His kingdom (Luke 19:22-26).  

 

In the third session, Rev. Maak taught from the Book 

of Philippians and encouraged us to shine for God in 

our ministry.  Christian service is a blessing.  Whether 

we serve in more or less visible roles, God has given 

us both the privilege of serving him and the great joy 

in this process.  In our service, we share in the joy of 

seeing others grow in maturity (Phil 1:24-26) and the 

joy in the unity of Godôs people (Phil 3:1-3; 4:2-4).  

We are called to shine in our work for God by de-

pending on Christ who gives us the strength to do all 

things.  Rev. Maak specifically illustrated Godôs work 

in China. The Chinese Christians have suffered, en-

dured and stood firm through two generations of com-

munist rule.  Today the Christians have grown to 80-

90 million in number.  Finally on Sunday morning, 

Rev. Maak preached from the Gospel of John and en-

couraged us to shine in all aspects of our lives.   
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      Youth Camp at Camp Berachah, growing...growingé. 
Great way for outdoor worship 

during summer camping.  
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