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thanks for two things. First, she
was amazed by the way God has
led and prepared her to serve. She
felt that it was like a puzzle being
put together. Second, she was ex-
cited about the many lives God has
brought into the children’s minis-
try. Sharon is originally from Tai-
wan and became a member of ECC
in 1991. Since then, she has been
actively participating in or orga-
nizing numerous different activi-
ties. She officially became ECC
Children’s Ministry Director in
September of last year. Before she
took on this new mission, many
unexpected steps in the past 10 to
15 years were taken under God’s

Sharon and her husband Jun Liang
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Living in God’s Mission for children

guidance and preparation.

Before coming to the United States, Sharon was a certified
preschool teacher in Taiwan. Finding that she was quite lim-
ited in giving direct teaching to children about God and the
Bible under a regular school curriculum in Taiwan, Sharon
prayed to God to open a door for her in children’s ministry.
Prompted by her desire to seek spiritual quality and better
skills in teaching, and as God gradually led her through His
way, she found herself in Seattle. At Seattle Pacific Univer-
sity, she received her bachelor’s degree in early childhood
learning and family relationships and master’s degree in cur-
riculum and instruction. “You can’t help kids without work-
ing together with parents,” Sharon said. This concept has
been emphasized throughout her years in school, and she is
applying it here today in ECC.

Sharon has been involved in ministries that were not directly
related to teaching children, although her heart has re-
mained with children throughout the years. One of the or-
ganizations was Overseas Radio and Television (ORTV) in
Taiwan. Looking back, she believed it was God’s intention to
train her through these other positions, so as to increase her
confidence in public speaking, coordination and leadership,
all skills so crucial to her ministry today.

While witnessing how her own life was weaved together
through God’s ministry to children, she was also thankful for
the readiness found in both adults and children at ECC to
take on God’s call. “In some places, you may ask, ‘God,
where are you? But in ECC, I feel God’s presence,” Sharon
said. “ECC is a wonderful place to serve; God’s blessings are
here.”

Sharon recognizes that many brothers and sisters contribute
so much of their time and effort for the ministry at church.
“We have a good foundation...a strong team,” she said. “I
would like to emphasize on continuity. We have great visions
and great plans, and they need to be carried out in an effec-
tive manner.” Sharon has been working towards building
strong relationships among parents, teachers and children.
“Just like God came to us to rebuild our relationship with
Him,” said Sharon. If our church members have good rela-
tionships with each other and seek for God’s guidance to-
gether, plans will be worked out in time,” she added.

Sharon thanks God for the increasing number of children in
ECC’ s programs. Recently, more children have been attend-
ing Sunday morning Children’s Worship, an important min-
istry that helps young ones understand the concept and
meaning of worship. Other areas, such as the restoration of a
biweekly Saturday night kids’ program led by Alfred and
Connie Mar, are also progressing. “Different things are being
done to strengthen the ministry--periodic newsletters to par-
ents, teacher trainings, marriage and family seminars, and
Vacation Bible School,” she pointed out.

Regarding the direction of the children’s ministry, Sharon
said that “a lot of desires in her heart were confirmed” when
she participated in the Purpose-Driven Children’s Ministry
Conference at Saddleback Church last fall together with
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Living in God’s Mission for children

Ruth Eng and Jessica Chen, who are both coordinators in
the children’s ministry. At the conference, she learned about
the five focuses of children’s ministry: worship, discipleship,
fellowship, service and evangelism. These five areas are
now her measurements for evaluating the strengths and
weaknesses of the ministry and prioritizing the children
programs. As stated in the children’s ministry brochure, a
major goal is to “facilitate children’s growth in their rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ and His Word and prepare them
to discover their uniqueness and God’s mission for their
lives.” “I pray that children will remember what they
learned and experienced from the Lord today and will do the
same to others some day; generation to generation,” said
Sharon.

On a personal level, Sharon thanks God and our church for
the flexible office hours she is allowed at work. She de-
scribed it as being somewhat challenging at the beginning
as her husband Jun Liang, a violinist in the Seattle Sym-
phony, has a comparatively irregular schedule. God has
been gracious in working out the scheduling. She continues
to look to Him for His direction and blessing in leading the
children’s ministry.
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Why We All Need Jesus

Children’s Christmas Celebration

Sunday, December 16, 2001
During 11:00 Sunday School hour

Featuring Chuck Amos of The Promise Players
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Thank you for giving to the Lord...

ily. You are our children's uncles and aunts, big brothers
and sisters. Our family is blessed by many of you! There
are Biblical principles and values that we may or may
not instill at home, we're grateful that you have taught
and reminded them again and again. You have lightened
the burden of our parenthood.

“I am the life that was changed”

I like to share a testimony of my child. I believe a child
is ready to understand the salva-
tion of God and ready to accept
Christ at about five years of age.
One night when my oldest one was
six, I asked her some standard sal-
vation questions. She gave me a
quick and happy response and en-
sured me that she is a Christian.
Anyway, I proceed to inquire my
younger child, he paused for a
while and slowly in his own words,
"T have Jesus in my heart. I used
to have a bad mind and bad tem-
per, and now I am a little bit bet-
ter; only a little bit." Because it is
out of my expectation of a four
year-old, I'm thrilled of his an-
swers. There is nothing to replace
the joy of knowing a person accepts
Christ in his/her life, especially
your own child! I just realized that
a very young child is able to re-
ceive Christ as his Lord and Sav-
ior. I'm grateful to that someone
who helped my child to compre-
hend the love of God. Your labor
and faithfulness is not vain.

"Train a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old,
he will not turn from it" Proverb 22:6

As a Sunday school teacher, I've the privilege to teach
your precious children. I'm praying that in our short
time, God will plant many seeds of faith as we learn to-
gether. I know my presence in my children's classes
make them feel somewhat special at least for this stage.
Nonetheless, I feel more special when I receive hugs from
your children. I believe the spiritual training at home, at
church and even in school orchestrate a firm foundation
of faith in a child's heart and mind. There are many
things we have to teach in their most teachable years.
There is nothing more important than to help our chil-
dren to develop a personal relationship with God. I'm
praying that we all can see the transformation of life
take place in many of the young lives. In the presence of
love, miracles happen. I pray that we can experience
these miracles together in Christ.
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R l—:ﬁj 1 thank God For...
o TEIGSE | RIS P, @3%?{ L SRRy § My violin lessons because ] love musiC and my parents
! are willing to pay for it.
e f% N 3 § Bible camps, church and BSF because they teach me
o BSMTE I iq;“w»*ﬂbf HIFAIBSE, [HEbg about God .
o IER e 74 § My toys so that I will learh how to share
o IR BT ?Fg U= and be unselfish.
TF E T2 § My home sweet home because it is always
an e ] G S S warm and comfortable.
* 1F i BUF, PRSI § My friends and neighbors because I learn
e about friendships and compassion.

§ My brothers because they teach me pa-
tience.

§ My big and funny daddy because I have so
much laughter and fun.
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o PVEERVE &, (TR HEN ' § My amiable mom because she does all the
g, g('ﬁﬂ&ﬂj“‘%{ nice things for me.
o vF\::&; [T P AR, B 1&’1* § My caring family where I learn about |ove and kind-
ness.
o & [FHEINE S as [ | g ] 2
i & B i Fﬁ& ]Err * @{;1@% TFEEER § And last of all, ] thank Jesus for being my [Lord and
o BRSBTS ﬂ'fy} : Savior.
AR, U SR -Candace Chuck, ¢ Grade
ﬂ:,?gﬁ? fﬁgﬁ = Daughter of Anita and Chen Chuck
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RS el B e G T 13 ahd for water o we won’t be really

ol X BIE | ISR AT FT'[ N2 thirsty.
_%%ﬁgk’) A 7’3‘&_\‘
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BV ,’{Lf{*’i ﬁﬁ?ft[“ﬂ"a%“’f:%ﬁm FrE; B
FURRT IR R
RUBEE P R S LG P,
RIS, TR A B A ~ -Brianna Eng, age 5
SIS s 1 N ' Daughter of Ruth and Paul Eng
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-Crystal Eng, age 8
Daughter of Ruth and Paul Eng

T'm thankful for school because you Cah
learh, for £ood SO You Cah grow strong,
for a bed to sleep in, and for God be-
cause He makes Stuff for us.
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A collectioh of thanhkful jottings

This year, I am thankful to God for food and

my family, Clothes ahd our home and good

|I_ health. God has met these basic needs, but

I has also given me friends, the church, and
opportuhities to enjoy ahimals and plants.

Il But mostly, T am thankful that Jesus saved us.

-Britanee Hwee, age 7, 2" Grade
B Daughter of Elsa and Eric Hwee

A2 20 20 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 da 2

1 am thankful for...

My fFamily
God sending His son to earth
Turkey
Church
The Bible
Water
Show
Trees
Coats
God

-[etitia Jap, 10 Years old, 5™ grade
Daughter of Selina and Philip Jap

A0 20 25 20 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 4

T'tn thankful £for lots of things.

T’ thankful for family because some people don’t have
Family. T'm also thankful for food and shelter
beCause some people have to [00K in garbages
/. and sleep on the streets. Finally, T thahkful
|| for toys because some Kids have to make their
B Own toys. That is why Tt thahkful for the
things I have.

-Jonathan Cheng, 10 Years old, 5% grade
Gon of FaYe anhd Edisonh Cheng

A0 20 25 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 4

1 am thankful for ... my family, my
friends, and my home. 1 am also thankful
for God ahd for watChing over Seattle.
Oh yeah, there’s also YUMMY turkey!

Allison Redfield, 10 years old, 5® grade

_ Daughter of Carol and Glenn Redfield
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BEVEEE A, collection of thankful jottings

1 am thankful for my wonderful family that
cares for me. I am thankful for my shelter,
which is a big house, that is very spacious. I
thank Him for my dog which protects my
family. T'm thanhkful for my friends that
hever et me down. God gave me so much, I
could never write all Of it ih one sheet Of pa-
per. ] could hever ask for more.
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A LY
AR A R, Stephanie Chu, 10 Years old, 5t grade
FAFERAIRALY ¢ Daughter of Grace and James Chu
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i ] am thanhkful for 3 house because if it were
raining T'd be wet. Tm thahkful £or a family
because T'd be |onely if T didn’t have one.
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1 am thankful for my home, because other
people don't have homes. Also I am thankful
1] For my brother named Aaron who plays with
4l me when T am alone.

51 Mathew, = 7%, — & &
Sl TR

L ] Mathew Wu, 6 years old, 2° grade
| Son of Faye and Dah Wu
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-1) T am thankful for my brother, my mom and
— dad because ] like them and I love them, and
_ they love me.

~2)1thank God for my family because the fam-
ily is the best thing to have, for the food be-
Cause the food is good, for the whole world
because we need the whole world to live in.
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Tyler Chen, + %, = F 7%

Willy Chen = ,',1%‘}%;3/ =

_TYler Chen, 7 years old, 2nhd grade
Son of Jessica and Willy Chen

Mark Your Calendar!
12/22 Christmas Kids Qutreach [ ZE 32 &5 52 & 1#4:8 &




Glve thanks to the Lord, call on His name;
Make known among the nations what He has downe.
Sing to Him, sing praise to Him;

Tell of His wonderful acts. Psalms 105: 1,2
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